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REASON  VT

From the very Doubt and Disputation of Immortality

AND though some impious wits do questions move,
And doubt if souls immortal be or no,
That doubt their immortality doth prove,
Because they seem immortal things to know.

For he which reasons on both parts doth bring,
Doth some things mortal, some immortal call;
Now, if himself were bat a mortal thing,
He could not judge immortal things at all.

For when we judge, our minds we mirrors make:

And as those glasses which material be

Forms of material things do only take,

For thoughts or minds in them we cannot sec,

So, when we God and angels do conceive,
And think of truth, which is eternal too,
Then do our minds immortal forms receive,
Which, if they mortal were, they could not do.

And as, if beasts conceived what Reason were,
And that conception should distinctly show*
They should the name of reasonable bear,
For without reason, none could reason know:

So, when the Soul mounts with so high a wing
As of eternal things she doubts can move,
She proofs of her eternity doth bring,
Even when she strives the contrary to prove.

For even the thought of immortality,
Being an act done without the body's aid,
Shows that herself alone could move and be
Although the body in the grave were laid.

That the Soul cannot be destroyed

AND if herself she can so lively move,
And never need a foreign help to take,
Then must her motion everlasting prove,
* Because heraelf she never can forsake.*